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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.97(B) 
Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97(b), Applicant brings to the attention of the 

Examiner the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. This Information Disclosure 
Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits for the 
above-referenced application. 

Enclosed are copies of 7 German patents and 1 European patent specification, all with 
corresponding U.S. patents or English translations. Also enclosed is a copy of the Search Report of the 
German Patent and Trademark Office dated June 21, 2005, and a copy of the European Patent Office 
Search Report dated November 22, 2005. Applicant respectfully request that the Examiner consider 
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the listed documents and evidence that consideration of relevant portions thereof by making 
appropriate notations on the attached form. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no better art exists 
and does not constitute an admission that the listed references are material or constitute "prior 
art." If it should be determined that the listed references do not constitute "prior art" under 
United States law, Applicant reserves the right to present to the Office the relevant facts and law 
regarding the appropriate status of such documents. 

Applicant further reserves the right to take appropriate action to establish the patentability 
of the disclosed invention over the listed references, should one or more of the documents be 
applied against the claims of the present application. 

If there are any fees due in connection with the filing of this statement, please charge the 



fees to our Deposit Account No. 13-0019. 
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P.O. Box 2828 
Chicago, IL 60690-2828 
(312) 701-8605 

Dated: February 8, 2006 



1321438 06017565 



2 




R^^^K^i 08 FEB 2006 



Form PTO-1449 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION IN AN 

APPLICATION 

{use several sheets if necessary) 



Docket Number (Optional) 



06017565 



Application Number 



ie/S6765 



Applicant 



Eberhard GeiAel 



Filing Date 



February 8, 2006 



Group Art Unit 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 



NAME 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



FILING DATE 
IFAPPROPIUATE 



2004/0211396 Al 



10/28/04 



6,358,412 Bl 



3/19/02 



6,478,014 Bl 



11/12/02 



6,152,688 



11/28/00 



2001/0018908 Al 



9/6/01 



6,474,310 B2 



11/5/02 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 





DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


Translation 




DE 101 38 838 Al 


3/6/03 


Germany 






Yes 






DE 199 46 024 Al 


7/27/00 


Germany 






Yes 






DE 100 55 344 A 1 


5/31/01 


Germany 






Yes 






DE 197 48 448 C2 


12/9/99 


Germany 






Yes 






DE 197 25 249 C2 


5/2/02 


Germany 






Yes 






DE 102 46 694 Al 


4/15/04 


Germany 






Yes 






DE 100 06 622 Al 


8/16/01 


Germany 






Yes 






EP0 735 271 Bl 


6/19/02 


European Patent Spec. 






Yes 





OTHER DOCUMENTS 



(Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP §609. Draw line through citation 
if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to the applicant 



PTO/SB/08(2-92) 

1321417 06017565 



Patent and Trademark Omce; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



